
Example marked candidate responses

ESOL Skills for Life (QCF) — Entry 2

Below are two examples of candidate responses to the ESOL Skills for Life Entry 2 writing test followed by 
the marks and rationales from the marker.

All names and personal data have been changed or removed.

Candidate 1 (secure pass)
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Candidate 1 marks and rationale

Assessment criteria Mark 
(out of 4)

Rationale

Task 1 — form

2.1
Record personal details on a 
form correctly

4

Almost all of the form is completed with a high level of appropriacy 
(only the name of the town is missing). The communicative aims  
of the form have been achieved and all conventions of form filling 
are applied. 

Task 2 — article

1.1
Present information in an 
appropriate format for the 
intended audience

2

The text format is inappropriate — the candidate has written 
a letter rather than an article. Although the candidate doesn’t 
give many details about what they did at the party, they give a 
satisfactory description and the style is appropriate. 

1.2
Construct simple and 
compound sentences 
correctly

3

Simple sentences are constructed well, there is a compound 
sentence using a conjunction and a complex sentence using 
because (above level). The candidate demonstrates comprehensive 
control over the past tense, eg came, cooked, finished. Word 
order is used appropriately most of the time except for finished 
my party. There is also some inaccuracy with adverbial time 
references, such as at last month. Also, the meaning of the last 
sentence is opaque in the context of the whole letter (I visited 
some friends for first time in the UK).

1.3 Use adjectives correctly 4
There are examples of appropriate and correct use of adjectives, 
eg tasty Iranian food, I was very happy, after a long time, different 
city. Word order is accurate. 

1.4 Use punctuation correctly 3
Full stops are used accurately to mark off the sentences in the 
text. However, commas are misapplied on the two occasions they 
have been used. 

1.5
Use upper and lower case 
letters correctly

4
Capital letters at the beginning of sentences are used correctly 
throughout. There is also correct use of capitalisation for proper 
nouns, eg Penney, Iranian, UK. 

1.6 Spell words correctly 4
Correct spelling is used consistently despite a couple of errors 
(hope, from). 
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Assessment criteria Mark 
(out of 4)

Rationale

Task 3 — correspondence

1.1
Present information in an 
appropriate format for the 
intended audience

4
The information is presented in an appropriate format. It is 
perhaps a little formal in style but it progresses logically and 
contains an appropriate level of detail. 

1.2
Construct simple and 
compound sentences 
correctly

4

There is a good balance of simple and compound sentences. Two 
conjunctions are level appropriate (and, but), and one is above the 
level (because). There is evidence of control over simple past, eg I 
found a new job last week, I started this job last week. Word order 
is used appropriately throughout the text. Minor errors do not 
impede understanding.

1.3 Use adjectives correctly 4
Common adjectives are used in many places across the text, eg 
new, tall, strange, black, blue, serious, kind and friendly, best. Word 
order with adjectives is consistently accurate. 

1.4 Use punctuation correctly 3
Full stops are used accurately to mark off the sentences in the 
text. However, the use of commas is inconsistent.

1.5
Use upper and lower case 
letters correctly

4
Capitalisation is applied consistently at the beginning of sentences 
and for proper nouns, eg Reza, UK. 

1.6 Spell words correctly 3
Correct spelling is used fairly consistently but some minor errors 
are present with common words such as smile and serious, which 
could impede understanding. 

Candidate 1 achieves 46 marks out of 52 (secure pass).
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Candidate 2 (strong pass)
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Candidate 2 marks and rationale

Assessment criteria Mark 
(out of 4)

Rationale

Task 1 — form

2.1
Record personal details on a 
form correctly

4
All of the form is completed with a high level of appropriacy.  
The communicative aims of the form have been fully achieved. 

Task 2 — article

1.1
Present information in an 
appropriate format for the 
intended audience

4
The information is presented in an appropriate format. It is 
descriptive and semi-formal with a structure and relevant detail 
for the purpose and genre.

1.2
Construct simple and 
compound sentences 
correctly

3

The candidate has constructed simple sentences correctly but there 
is a lot of repetition. There is a complex sentence using because 
(above level), but there is only one compound sentence (I liked steak 
and then I ate...). Past tense verbs are used consistently, eg went, 
drank, saw, ate, liked. Word order is used appropriately.

1.3 Use adjectives correctly 3

Common adjectives are used in the text, eg last, kind, honest, 
different, lovely, but the range could be wider. Word order with 
adjectives is consistently accurate. However, the consistent use  
of the phrase Sweden people creates an awkward effect.

1.4 Use punctuation correctly 3
Full stops are used accurately to mark off the sentences in the 
text. However, no other punctuation is evident.

1.5
Use upper and lower case 
letters correctly

4
Capital letters are used consistently as sentence boundary 
markers and for the proper noun Sweden. 

1.6 Spell words correctly 3
Correct spelling is used fairly consistently but some errors are 
present with common words such as different, chocolate and hotel.

Task 3 — correspondence

1.1
Present information in an 
appropriate format for the 
intended audience

4
The information is presented in the correct format. There is  
an appropriate amount of detail, a logical structure and a good 
writer–reader relationship. 

1.2
Construct simple and 
compound sentences 
correctly

4

There is comprehensive control over simple statements and the 
question Could you tell me about your manager please? Compound 
sentences are also used accurately, eg She is hardworking and she 
likes hardworking people, she is honest and at work she helps.... 
Word order is accurate throughout.

1.3 Use adjectives correctly 4
There is comprehensive coverage of common adjectives, eg new, 
clever, kind, lovely, hardworking, honest, good, tall, short, lovely, 
young etc. Word order with adjectives is consistently accurate. 

1.4 Use punctuation correctly 3
Full stops mark sentence boundaries consistently. Although there 
is a question mark, the range of punctuation is limited, possibly 
due to the number of short sentences. 

1.5
Use upper and lower case 
letters correctly

4
The candidate uses capital letters at the beginning of sentences 
correctly and proper nouns are almost always capitalised. 

1.6 Spell words correctly 4 Correct spelling is used consistently throughout the text. 

Candidate 2 achieves 47 marks out of 52 (strong pass).
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